
 Parkview Prayer Requests 
 Thanksgiving for Birthdays and Anniversaries this week 
 including 	Jeff	and	Katy	Stevens	anniversary	 (6/28), 	Connie	
	Hiemstra	 (6/29), 	Debra	Graunke	 (6/29), 	Wayne	and	Deb	
	Graunke	anniversary	 (6/29), 	Dennis	and	Renee	Nykanen	
	anniversary	 (6/30), 	Madison	Quade	 (7/1), 	Diane	Hoffman	
 (7/1), 	Dale	and	Linda	Nygaard	anniversary	 (7/3), 	Randy	
	and	Pam	Rheingans	anniversary	 (7/3) 
 The friends and families of 	Donn	Kenyon	 (Pastor Adam’s 
 grandfather-in-law), 	Helen	Bowman	 (Beverly Nalewaja’s 
 sister), 	Donald	Freer	 (Addie’s cousin), and 	Martin		Glinski	
 Prayers of thanksgiving that Sybil’s brother 	Clay	 is cancer-free 
	Kay	Harr	 as she recovers from open heart surgery 
	Evie	 (Dorie’s friend), 	Becky	 (Bev Becker’s friend), 	Joe	Molls	
 (Harvey’s friend), 	Jeanette	 (Judy Jeska’s sister), 	Pam	
 (Georgeina’s cousin), and 	Bill	 (Judy Jeska’s friend) 
	Lori	Andrews	 (Sandy White’s daughter), 	Missy	 (Judy  Jeska’s 
 niece) and 	Ruby	 (Delores Barr’s cousin) as they continue  to 
 receive cancer treatment 
 All those who have been injured through gun violence and for 
 the families of those who have been killed in recent attacks 
 A peaceful and just end to the violence in Ukraine and God’s 
 strength and grace to be with all the refugees and hosts. 
 Healing and peace for those around the world who are 
 suffering from Covid or have lost a loved one during this 
 pandemic 
 God’s gracious power and presence to be with 	Jeff		Heintz	 , 
	Karen	 (Lynn Steinmetz’s aunt), 	Eric,	Mary	Mattson,		Kevin,	
	Tom	 (and his wife 	Roxy	 ) 	,	Beverly	M.,	Mary,	Terry,		Vivian,	
	Jayna	 , 	Anna	 , 	Al	 , 	Jane	 , 	David	 , 	Julie,	Kim,	Gloria	Paulson	 , 
	Teresa	 , 	Hayden,	Alaura,	 and 	Lynn	 . 
 God to be at work in the heart and life of 	Nathan	 (Gail and 
 Larry’s son), 	Teddy	and	Courtney	 (missionaries to  Russia), 
	Scott	 (the son of Jerry and Linda), and 	Dayne	Nygaard	
 School staff, teachers, administrators and students, doctors, 
 nurses, and other frontline health-care worker  s 

 Welcome to Worship at 

 Parkview United Methodist Church 

 Sunday, June 26 



 Gathering as the People of God 
 Prelude offered by Elaine Molls 
 Welcome and Announcements 
 Sharing of Joys and Concerns by the Congregation 
 Opening Prayer 
 Opening and Centering Hymns 

 “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing” #400 
 “Seek Ye First” #405 

 Little Disciples’ Song Time led by Carol Hougdahl 

 Hearing the Word of God Proclaimed 
 Luke 8:26-39 
 Sermon offered by Pastor Adam 

 Responding To The Word Of God 
 Responsive Hymn “We Are Called” #2172 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 Offering 

 Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him, above, ye heavenly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Going Forth In God’s Mission And Grace 
 Sending Hymn:  “  The Trees of the Field  ”  #2279 
 Blessing and Benediction 

 ≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ 

 Thanks for joining us for Worship! 

 Upcoming Events: Save the Dates 

 **  Planning Meeting for the Church Rummage Sale  on 
 Monday, June 27 at 5pm. 

 **  Joint Worship Service  in the Village Park on Sunday,  July 
 10 at 10am 

 **  Turtle Lake Parade  on Sunday, July 10 after worship.  If you 
 are interested in walking in the parade and representing 
 Parkview, please speak with Pastor Adam 

 **  Barron County Fair Clean-Up  each morning at 5am 
 starting July 20 and going through July 24. Final clean up is 
 on Monday, July 25 at 3pm. Volunteers are needed to help in 
 this effort! If you can help, please speak with Harvey Becker 

 **  Church Rummage Sale  Friday, August 5 and Saturday, 
 August 6th 

 **  Vacation Bible School  kick-off party the evening  of Sunday, 
 August 7 and VBS at Parkview August 8-10 in the morning 

 **  Fall Harvest Dinner  on Sunday, September 25 

 We are collecting the  financial offerings  through  the passing of 
 the plates. The metal plates are for tithes and offerings toward the 
 ministries, missions and operations covered by our church budget. 

 Loose coins and cash that are deposited in the “Noisy Cans” (the 
 coffee cans we pass around) will go toward the fund to purchase 
 and make new banners for the Sanctuary for the various church 

 seasons, holidays and occasions. 

 If you need to get in touch with Pastor Adam throughout the week 
 please email at  pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com  or call/  text him 
 at (608) 513-2937. He will be unavailable, however, while on 
 vacation from Friday, July 1 through Friday, July 8. During that 
 week, please contact Staff-Parish Relations Committee chair Tom 
 Becker if you have a pastoral emergency (715-641-1763) 

 Check us out at  parkviewtl.com 

mailto:pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com
http://www.parkviewtl.com/


 Luke 8:26-39  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

 26  Then  they  arrived  at  the  region  of  the  Gerasenes,  which  is  opposite  Galilee.  27  As  he  stepped  out  on 
 shore,  a  man  from  the  city  who  had  demons  met  him.  For  a  long  time  he  had  not  worn  any  clothes, 
 and  he  did  not  live  in  a  house  but  in  the  tombs.  28  When  he  saw  Jesus,  he  cried  out  and  fell  down 
 before  him,  shouting,  “What  have  you  to  do  with  me,  Jesus,  Son  of  the  Most  High  God?  I  beg  you,  do 
 not  torment  me,”  29  for  Jesus  had  commanded  the  unclean  spirit  to  come  out  of  the  man.  (For  many 
 times  it  had  seized  him;  he  was  kept  under  guard  and  bound  with  chains  and  shackles,  but  he  would 
 break  the  bonds  and  be  driven  by  the  demon  into  the  wilds.)  30  Jesus  then  asked  him,  “What  is  your 
 name?”  He  said,  “Legion,”  for  many  demons  had  entered  him.  31  They  begged  him  not  to  order  them 
 to go back into the abyss. 

 32  Now  there  on  the  hillside  a  large  herd  of  swine  was  feeding,  and  the  demons  begged  Jesus  to  let 
 them  enter  these.  So  he  gave  them  permission.  33  Then  the  demons  came  out  of  the  man  and  entered 
 the swine, and the herd stampeded down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

 34  When  the  swineherds  saw  what  had  happened,  they  ran  off  and  told  it  in  the  city  and  in  the 
 country.  35  Then  people  came  out  to  see  what  had  happened,  and  when  they  came  to  Jesus,  they 
 found  the  man  from  whom  the  demons  had  gone  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  clothed  and  in  his  right 
 mind.  And  they  became  frightened.  36  Those  who  had  seen  it  told  them  how  the  one  who  had  been 
 possessed  by  demons  had  been  healed.  37  Then  the  whole  throng  of  people  of  the  surrounding  region 
 of  the  Gerasenes  asked  Jesus  to  leave  them,  for  they  were  seized  with  great  fear.  So  he  got  into  the 
 boat  and  returned.  38  The  man  from  whom  the  demons  had  gone  out  begged  that  he  might  be  with 
 him,  but  Jesus  sent  him  away,  saying,  39  “Return  to  your  home,  and  declare  how  much  God  has  done 
 for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 



 A sermon by Pastor Adam on Luke 8:26-39 

 We  as  the  people  called  Methodist  love  the  Great  Commission.  Our  official 
 denominational  mission  statement  is  “Making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
 transformation  of  the  world.”  which  of  course  sounds  a  lot  like  the  Great  Commission 
 in  Matthew  28:  “Go,  therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
 name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to  obey 
 everything I have commanded you.” 

 And  yet,  today’s  scripture  lesson  from  Luke  8  has  its  own  sort  of  commission.  It  has  not 
 inspired  many  hymns  and  it  certainly  is  not  used  by  overseas  missionaries  and 
 ministries,  but  I  say  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  commands  that  Jesus  gives 
 to those who seek to follow him. 

 Verse 39: “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 

 Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you. 

 Jesus  says  this  in  reply  to  the  man  from  Gerasene  whom  he  had  only  moments  earlier 
 healed  and  who  pleads  with  Jesus  that  he  might  be  with  him,  follow  him,  and  become 
 one of his disciples. 

 “Return  to  your  home,  and  declare  how  much  God  has  done  for  you,”  Jesus  says  in 
 reply. 

 A  really  clear  and  powerful  line  on  the  one  hand,  but  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  context 
 of this story it’s a surprising ending to an already bizarre and unsettling story. 

 This  is,  after  all,  the  sort  of  story  from  the  Gospels  that  many  of  us  modern  folks  read 
 and  think  “huh,  well  that’s  weird.”  Mainly  because  we  are  likely  getting  caught  up  on 
 the demon possession, both in that man and the herd of pigs that run off a cliff. 



 We  don’t  have  anywhere  near  the  same  cultural  understanding  of  demons  as  they  did 
 in  the  Ancient  Near  East.  Instead,  we  have  an  imaginative  view  of  demons  that  is  highly 
 influenced  by  whatever  horror  movie  we  had  to  endure  and  watch  with  our  friends  as  a 
 teenager. 

 Probably  for  most  of  you,  what  you  saw  in  your  mind’s  eye  was  scenes  of  “The  Exorcist” 
 or  “The  Shining”  or  perhaps  even  on  a  sillier  and  more  tangential  direction 
 “Ghostbusters.”  At  any  rate,  in  our  cultural  imagination  the  demonic  is  reserved  for  the 
 horror film genre and is relegated to the truly paranormal and unusual. 

 In  the  time  when  Jesus  walked  among  us  and  the  gospel  writer  Luke  recounted  and 
 wrote  down  these  foundational  stories  of  our  faith,  the  demonic  and  the  presence  of 
 demons had a very different tone and scope. 

 In  that  time  and  place,  demons  were  thought  to  be  a  catch  all  explanation  for  anything 
 that  is  considered  evil  or  unclean  and  for  anyone  who  is  considered  possessed  or 
 generally  unwell.  In  other  words,  demons,  or  diamonia,  the  actual  Greek  word  used  in 
 this  passage,  is  a  real  force  or  a  spirit  that  is  opposite  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Which,  when 
 you think of it, is actually a lot of things. 

 Now  there  are  modern  Bible  students  and  interpreters  who  will  explain  that  the  man 
 from  Gerasene  acts  and  speaks  the  way  he  does  due  to  his  symptoms  of  what  today  we 
 would  diagnose  as  schizophrenia  or  another  mental  illness.  To  which  I  want  us  to  pause 
 before we go down that route. 

 One,  because  it  further  enforces  the  cultural  stigma  and  fear  of  those  who  are 
 experiencing  a  mental  illness.  And  second,  it  completely  discounts  and  diminishes  the 
 very  real  forces  in  our  world  that  truly  possess  and  oppress,  and  I  have  noticed  have  the 
 same force in our world today. 

 So  perhaps  instead  of  seeing  this  man  as  a  character  from  a  big  budget  horror  movie  or 
 a modern clinical diagnosis of a mentally troubled patient, we can see ourselves in him. 



 What  are  the  “lower-case-s”  spirits  and  death-dealing  forces  today  that  are  often 
 experienced  as  "possession"  or  being  "caught  up"  in?  What  are  the  things  human 
 beings face that seem at first glance to exceed our intentions or control? 

 Think  of  how  addiction  overwhelms  individuals  and  families;  how  racism  shape-shifts 
 over  time  between  explicit  and  implicit  forms;  how  anger  consumes;  how  envy  devours; 
 or how sexism creates pervasive cultures of degradation. 

 We  may  or  may  not  call  addiction  or  racism  “demons,”  but  they  are  most  certainly 
 “demonic.”  They  move  through  the  world  as  though  by  a  kind  of  cunning.  They  seem  to 
 resist,  and  sometimes  co-opt,  our  best  attempts  to  overcome  them.  In  a  very  real  sense, 
 the diamonia from our scripture today still possess and haunt many. 

 For  this  man,  there  were  many,  so  many  demons  and  demonic  forces  that  possessed 
 him  that  in  fact  he  could  no  longer  speak  and  he  quite  literally  was  living  among  the 
 dead. 

 The  demons  are  the  ones  who  speak  with  Jesus.  “What  have  you  to  do  with  me,  Jesus, 
 Son  of  the  Most  High  God?  I  beg  you,  do  not  torment  me”  for  Jesus  had  already 
 commanded an unclean spirit to come out of him. 

 “What  is  your  name?”  Jesus  asks,  knowing  he  is  not  talking  to  the  man  so  much  as 
 what possesses him. 

 “Legion”  for  there  are  many,  many  demons  who  possess  him  and  who  are  desperate  not 
 to  be  cast  out  into  the  watery  abyss,  knowing  full  well  that  the  man  who  stands  before 
 and speaks to them has the power to do just that. 

 They  see  their  way  out,  a  herd  of  nearby  swine,  and  they  beg  to  be  cast  off  and  enter 
 into  them.  Jesus  agrees  which  immediately  involves  the  entire  herd  running  off  a  cliff 
 into the watery abyss of the lake. 



 The  man  is  now  not  only  free  of  the  Legion,  he  is  also  a  witness  to  their  own 
 self-destruction.  He  is  amazed,  wouldn’t  you  be?  He  has  been  healed  through  an 
 exorcism.  He  has  been  delivered  from  his  captivity  to  the  forces  against  God.  He  has 
 been  restored  in  a  way  that  he  couldn’t  have  ever  done  on  his  own.  He  has  been  made 
 clean and new to re-enter his community. 

 He  is  grateful,  he  is  relieved  and  he  is  ready  to  follow  Jesus  and  become  one  of  his 
 disciples. 

 But  it  seems  he  is  the  only  person  in  Gerasene  who  sees  what  has  just  transpired  as  a 
 good  thing.  The  swineherders,  understandably,  are  troubled  by  the  sudden  loss  of  their 
 livelihood.  The  people  who  had  attempted  for  years  to  keep  the  man  in  chains  and 
 under  guard  while  he  was  ensnared  and  possessed  by  the  demonic  forces  are  afraid  of 
 what  they  see  before  them:  a  man  who  is  clothed,  in  his  right  mind,  and  ready  to 
 become a full-blown disciple at the feet of Jesus. 

 All  of  the  Gerasenes,  save  for  this  one  man,  ask  Jesus  to  leave,  for  they  were  seized,  one 
 could  say  possessed  with  great  fear.  When  the  townspeople  see  that  the 
 demon-possessed  man  is  healed,  they  don’t  rejoice.  They  express  no  relief,  no 
 gratitude, no hospitality, no awe. Instead, they recoil in fear, and beg Jesus to go away. 

 What  does  this  mean?  Maybe  it  means  we  humans  prefer  to  stick  with  demons  we 
 know,  rather  than  embrace  freedoms  we  don’t.  Maybe  it  means  we  need  some  people  to 
 be  “bad”  so  that  we  can  consider  ourselves  “good”  Maybe  it  means  the  shackles  and 
 chains  that  bind  so  many  of  God’s  children  are  the  instruments  of  our  own  cruel 
 making,  the  weapons  we  wield  to  manage  our  own  fears.  Maybe  it  means  we  settle  for 
 tolerance instead of challenging ourselves to love. 

 Maybe  we  would  have  reacted  very  differently,  or  maybe  we  can  see  ourselves  in  these 
 townfolk too. 



 At  any  rate,  just  as  Jesus  and  his  disciples  are  getting  back  in  the  boat  to  head  back  to 
 Galillee,  he  refuses  the  man’s  attempt  to  enter  and  sail  off  with  them.  “Return  to  your 
 home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 

 And  with  that,  Jesus  offers  the  First  Commission  to  the  Gentiles.  With  that,  Jesus 
 commissions  the  first  missionary  to  proclaim  the  Good  News  to  the  world  beyond  the 
 people  of  Israel.  And  Jesus  doesn’t  send  him  very  far  at  all  and  he  certainly  doesn’t 
 send  him  to  a  place  or  a  people  who  have  no  prior  knowledge  of  Jesus  and  his  powerful 
 works and words. 

 He  sends  the  first  missionary  to  his  home,  to  his  neighbors  and  relatives  and  his  former 
 guards  and  those  who  were  formerly  afraid  of  him  and  now  are  afraid  of  the  power  of 
 God. 

 The  story  ends  with  Jesus  sending  the  healed  man  to  stay  where  he  is  and  serve  as  the 
 first  missionary  to  his  townspeople  —  the  same  townspeople  who  feared,  shunned, 
 trapped,  and  shackled  him  for  years.  Which  I  have  to  admit,  seems  a  bit  bold.  But  isn’t 
 that  just  like  Jesus?  To  choose  the  very  people  we  consider  the  most  unholy,  the  most 
 unredeemable,  the  most  repulsive  and  unworthy  —  and  send  them  to  teach  us  the 
 Gospel? 

 That has God’s Spirit written all over it. 


