
Parkview Prayer Requests

Thanksgiving for Birthdays and Anniversaries this week  including
Rodney Turcotte (5/22), Shawn & Nell Schradle anniversary
(5/24), Nettie Benes (5/25), Michael Molls (5/26), Dennis
Waalen (5/29)
Kay Harr as she prepares for open heart surgery on June 7
The friends and families of Helen Bowman (Beverly Nalewaja’s
sister), Donald Freer (Addie’s cousin), Martin Glinski, Linda
Cunningham (Karen Peterson’s sister), and Dave Mrdutt as they
all continue to grieve the deaths and celebrate the lives of their
loved ones.
Richard and Betty (friends of the Zemkes), Evie (Dorie’s friend),
Becky (Bev Becker’s friend), Joe Molls (Harvey’s friend),
Jeanette (Judy Jeska’s sister), Pam (Georgeina’s cousin), and Bill
(Judy Jeska’s friend)
Judy Benes, Larry Klich, and Daphne (Addie’s daughter) as they
recover from knee surgery
Travel mercies for everyone, especially Margie
Missy (Judy Jeska’s niece) and Ruby (Delores Barr’s cousin) as
they continue to receive cancer treatment
A peaceful and just end to the violence in Ukraine and God’s
strength and grace to be with all the refugees and hosts.
Healing and peace for those around the world who are suffering
from Covid or have lost a loved one during this pandemic
God’s peace to be with all those who are victims of gun violence
and their loved ones
God’s gracious power and presence to be with Jeff Heintz, Karen
(Lynn Steinmetz’s aunt), Eric, Mary Mattson, Kevin, Tom (and
his wife Roxy), Beverly M., Mary, Terry, Vivian, Jayna, Anna, Al,
Clay, Jane, David, Julie, Kim, Gloria Paulson, Teresa, Hayden,
Alaura, and Lynn.
God to be at work in the heart and life of Nathan (Gail and Larry’s
son), Teddy and Courtney (missionaries to Russia), Scott (the
son of Jerry and Linda), and Dayne Nygaard
School staff, teachers, administrators and students, doctors,
nurses, and other frontline health-care workers

Welcome to Worship at

Parkview United Methodist Church

Sunday, May 22



Gathering as the People of God

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Sharing of Joys and Concerns by the Congregation

Opening Prayer

Opening and Centering Hymns

“Surely the Presence of the Lord” #328

“Spirit Song” #347

Hearing the Word of God Proclaimed

Little (and Medium) Disciples’ Message

John 14:1-29

Sermon offered by Pastor Adam

Responding To The Word Of God

Hymn: “When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise” #2216

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Offering of our Time, Talents, Gifts, Resources, Prayers,

and Witness

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him, above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Going Forth  In God’s Mission And Grace

Hymn: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth To Serve” #2241

Blessing and Benediction

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

The metal plates we pass during worship are for tithes and

offerings that go toward the ministries, missions and operations

covered by our church budget. Loose coins and cash that are

deposited in the “Noisy Cans” (the coffee cans we pass around)

will go toward the fund to purchase and make new banners for the

Sanctuary for the various church seasons, holidays and occasions.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Thanks for joining us for Worship.

We invite you to also join us for…

**Fellowship and Conversation with Pastor Adam each

Sunday at 9:00am in the Fireside Room

**JAM in Sunday School for Kids each Sunday at 9:30am

(no JAM next week, final meeting on 6/5)

**Revelation Wellness: Worship and Workout Class

Monday, May 23 at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall (last

class before a summer break)

**Ladies Bible Study Wednesdays at 2:00pm

Upcoming Events: Save the Dates

**Joint Worship Service in the Village Park May 29

at 10:00am (bring a lawn chair)

**Summer Ministries and Outreach planning meeting on

Wednesday, June 1 at 6pm

**Church Rummage Sale: set up the week of August 1-4,

sale on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning

**Vacation Bible School: kick-off party the evening of

Sunday, August 7 and VBS at Parkview August 8-10 in

the morning

**Fall Harvest Dinner on Sunday, September 25

If you need to get in touch with Pastor Adam throughout the

week please email at pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com or

call/ text him at (608) 513-2937

Check us out at parkviewtl.com

mailto:pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com
http://www.parkviewtl.com


Sermon by Pastor Adam

based on John 14:1-29

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there

are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I

am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I

am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know

me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in

me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not,

then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will

also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the

Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If

in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give

you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot

receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he

will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are

those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal

myself to them.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us

and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not

love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father who

sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have

said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am

going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father,

because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it

does occur you may believe.

—------------------------------



Over the past 2, nearly 3 years in pastoral ministry I have officiated at 14 funerals or

memorial services in this community and in my previous appointment in Forest

County. In a majority of them, I have been asked, or have chosen, to read from John 14.

These are words that bring comfort to those who mourn.

These are the sort of words and promises we need from Jesus at challenging moments

and during difficult chapters in our lives.

These are beautiful and centering and comforting words when the world has

disappointed or devastated us.

So why are we reading them during the Easter Season? This is, after all, the sixth

Sunday in the season of Easter and yet we are once again back to the voice of Jesus on

Maundy Thursday.

One way we could describe today’s seemingly out-of-place scripture reading is that it

gives us a corrective if we have perhaps become too quick to dismiss the troubles and

tragedies of the world and our lives because of the joy of Easter.

So even though the beauty of spring after a long winter is all around us. Even though

we are still worshiping in a space decorated for the joyful tone of Easter Sunday. There

is still have troubled hearts and minds, amen.

Today we return to the speech Jesus gives to his disciples on the last night of his earthly

life because we want to remember something very important about our God. The

anxiety, fear, and troubled hearts of his disciples are very much so on Jesus’s mind,

both then and now.

Thomas asks, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”

to which Jesus gives his often-quoted, for good reason, response of “I am the way, the

truth and the life.”

Phillip's plea in 14:8, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied”. Jesus takes

verses 9 through 21 to reply to that.

Then in verse 22 Judas (not Iscariot, but the other Judas of the 12 disciples) asks,

“Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” To which

Jesus takes the remainder of chapter 14 to answer.



The disciples want to know why Jesus is leaving and where he is going. Why Jesus has

been transparent and clear with them while at the same time not at all revealing

himself to the rest of the world and moreover not being the sort of messiah and teacher

the rest of the world expected. They want to understand this interplay, interaction and

interrelation between him and the Father and the Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

Overall, I hear in the disciple's voices their confusion not necessarily over theology or

mental beliefs. Rather we are hearing them struggle to make sense of how it is that by

following Jesus, committing their lives to him and his mission, they are being led to a

cross and not to a cushion. Their questions reveal their longing to have stability and

comfort and perhaps even power and influence, but Jesus seems to only be making

their lives more complicated and more deeply intertwined with the pain of the world.

And yet, Jesus said it himself, he is the way, truth, and life and what he offers is the sort

of thing that the world cannot and the world doesn’t even necessarily understand in the

first place.

John 14 is a helpful chapter to return to in Easter and view again with both the light of

the Risen Christ shining in our midst but also with the help of the promised Advocate,

counselor and Spirit leading us to more fully understand what he is saying to us.

I trust that whenever I read these words or offer my reflections on them at a funeral or

memorial service, it is ultimately the Holy Spirit who speaks and comforts all those who

hear. It’s not within my own power to offer the sort of peace that can bring light in the

darkness or hope to the despairing. Rather, that is the power and presence of the

promised Spirit Christ sends among us.

As a pastor, I rely on the Holy Spirit to speak when I can’t come up with the words, to

be there when I cannot be present. Which means this week, I have found myself

wondering how the families of the shooting victims in the Buffalo, New York would

hear these words from Jesus. How has the Holy Spirit brought peace and guidance in

the midst of that tragedy?

I bet many of you heard this sound clip from one of the press conferences this past

week from Garnell Whitfield,



“We make no apologies for our suffering and our pain. You can see it. We are not going

to apologize for that. But we are not just hurt. We are angry. We are mad. This

shouldn’t have happened.

“We do our best to be good citizens, to be good people. We believe in God. We trust in

him. We treat people with decency. And we love even our enemies.”

These were the words from the former Buffalo New York fire commissioner and son of

the oldest victim of the shooting at Tops Friendly Market. He spoke these words last

week from a lectern in the fellowship hall of Durham Memorial African Methodist

Episcopal, Zion Church. It’s the church that his mother, Ruth Whitfield, was a faithful

member of for years.

After doing a quick search, I found out that the Pastor is Rev. Kevin D. Coakley. I

wonder how many times Rev. Coakley has also read these words from John 14 at

funeral worship and memorial services. I wonder how many times Ms. Ruth heard

these words in sermons, Bible Studies and personal devotion time. I wonder what these

words and promises from Jesus mean to that congregation right now following the true

darkness that came in the form of a mass shooting in their community.

They, alongside so many others in Buffalo and in the Black community, are a people of

faith who likely find themselves asking a lot of follow up questions to Jesus just as the

disciples Thomas, Phillip and Judas do.

They are a community that is hurting right now because of the domestic terrorism.

Because of an act perpetrated by a young man who was very clear in his motives being

rooted in racism and inspired by other shooters in recent years who perpetuate the

same sinful ideology hidden in the so-called Great Replacement Theory.

I wonder what the promises, assurances, and teachings of John 14 mean for those in

the Black church and in that specific congregation and for the family and friends of not

only Miss Ruth Whitfield but all the victims?

As her son’s words echoed in my heart, and my mind pondered the responses Jesus

gives to his confused, hurt, and scarred disciples in this scripture reading, I found

myself grateful that I am not responsible for taking away Mr. Whitfield’s pain, talking

him out of his grief, or assuaging his anger.



This is not the work a pastor is called to. It is rather the work of the Advocate, the Holy

Spirit.

Comforting troubled hearts and turning anger into a zeal for justice is the work of the

Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is reminding all those who mourn that God mourns with

them, and is the only one who can offer our fellow Black Americans and siblings in

Christ a peace which the world has not offered to them.

I know that is not within my call or ability as a pastor to stop the pain, grief, or anger.

But I am fully aware that it is fundamental to my call and responsibility not as a pastor,

but simply as a disciple of Jesus Christ to be listening to the Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we all have the ability to respond to the injustices

and tragedies of the world and each others’ lives. We can’t fix what is broken, but Christ

has sent the Spirit to stir up within every single one of us a desperate desire for an end

to racially motivated violence and hate. Amen?

Perhaps the prompts that the disciples Thomas, Phillip and Judas raised that led Jesus

to his responses in the scripture this morning can help us discern our way forward.

How can we know the way,” Thomas implored. How can we know the way to love our

enemies and yet stand with the oppressed? We might also ask.

Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied, Phillip pleaded. Lord, show us the

Father, and we will be strengthened in our zeal for his justice, grace and love for the

world, we might add.

Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not the whole world? Judas

asked. To which we might follow up with, especially because so much of the world has

yet to be turned right-side up?

Then again, we better be careful in asking Jesus questions such as these. Because we

are then opening ourselves up to the reminders, teaching, and guidance of the

Advocate, Counselor, Holy Spirit. And who knows what that will lead us to.


