
Parkview Prayer Requests

Thanksgiving for Birthdays and Anniversaries this week
including Jason & Toni Barr anniversary (9/18), John &
Lynn Kettenacker anniversary (9/18), Sadie Smith (9/19),
Greg &  Robin Greschner anniversary (9/19), Tara Hansen
(9/23), Nancy Hansen (9/23), Chris & Malissa Betz
anniversary (9/23), Renny & Sharon Glaubitz anniversary
(9/23), Elaine Molls (9/24)
Dennis Zemke as he continues to suffer from a chronic cough
Kim Ritchie from Barron who has stage IV cancer
God’s grace and peace which surpasses all understanding to
be with the family and friends of Mike Minteer as they mourn
his tragic death
The family and friends of Yvonne Fredrick and Tom Kuhl as
they continue to grieve their deaths and celebrate their lives
All those suffering from Covid or caregiving for others
Judy Jeska and Zoey, Lyman (Gary and Dorie’s relative),
Jeanette (Judy Jeska’s sister), Pam (Georgeina’s cousin), and
Bill (Judy Jeska’s friend), Malissa (Bev Nalewaja’s niece)
Missy (Judy Jeska’s niece) and Ruby (Delores Barr’s cousin)
and an unnamed friend of the Nygaard’s as they all continue
to receive cancer treatment
God’s gracious power and presence to be with Peter, Jeff
Heintz, Eric, Mary Mattson, Becky Jain, Kevin, Beverly M.,
Mary, Terry, Vivian, Jayna, Anna, Al, Jane, David, Julie, Kim,
Gloria Paulson, Teresa, Hayden, Alaura, and Lynn.
God to be at work in the heart and life of Nathan (Gail and
Larry’s son), Scott (the son of Jerry and Linda), and Dayne
Nygaard
A peaceful and just end to the violence in Ukraine and God’s
strength and grace to be with all the refugees and hosts.
School staff, teachers, administrators and students, doctors,
nurses, and other frontline health-care workers, police,
firefighters, paramedics and other first responders

Welcome to Worship at

Parkview United Methodist Church

Sunday, September 18



Gathering as the People of God

Prelude offered by Judy Benes

Welcome and Announcements

Sharing of Joys and Concerns by the Congregation

Opening Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Opening and Centering Hymns

“Make Me a Servant” #2176

“More Precious Than Silver” #2065

Little Disciples’ Song Time and Message

Hearing the Word of God Proclaimed

Luke 16:1-13

Found in the pew Bibles on page 909

Singing our Prayer for the Sermon

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” #2193

Sermon offered by Pastor Adam

Responding To The Word Of God

Responsive Hymn

“I Surrender All” #354

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

You are invited to respond to the phrase “Lord in your mercy” with

“Hear our prayer”

Offering of our Time, Talents, Gifts, Resources, Prayers, & Witness

Financial offerings placed in the metal plate will go toward the

ministries, missions, and operations funded by the church budget. Loose

coins can go in the “Noisy Cans” to be used toward the purchase of new

worship banners.

Going Forth  In God’s Mission And Grace

Sending Hymn

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” #672

Blessing and Benediction

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Thanks

for

joining us

for

Worship!

Upcoming

Events: Save

the Dates

**Jesus and

Me

(JAM) in

Sunday

School

starts each

Sunday at

9:30am

**Revelation Wellness: Worship and a Workout

Mondays at 5:30pm

**Finance Committee meeting on Wed, Sept. 21 at 5pm

**Ad Council meeting on Wed, Sept. 21 at 6pm

**Meet and Greet with the North West District Lay

Servant Ministry Committee informational meetings on

Saturday, September 24, October 22 and October 29. In-person at

churches across the NW District or through Zoom (click here for a

video announcement and more information)

**October Adult Sunday School starting at 9am in the

Fireside Room each Sunday next month

You can reach Pastor Adam this week by calling/texting him at (608)

513-2937 or emailing to pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com. He has

posted a tentative schedule for the week on his office door.

Be sure to check us out online at parkviewtl.com

https://youtu.be/CzrPLKOL4oQ
mailto:pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com
http://www.parkviewtl.com


Luke 16:1-13

1He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward,
and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2

And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn
in the account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’ 3 And
the steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the
stewardship away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that people may receive
me into their houses when I am put out of the stewardship.’ 5 So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ And he said
to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master
commended the dishonest steward for his shrewdness; for the sons of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of
light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous
mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
habitations.

10 “He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If then you have not
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to you the true
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who
will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”



A manager, let’s call him The Manager, has gotten in a lot of trouble with his boss. Not
because he is stealing from his boss, but because he is bad at managing the boss’s
money.

A day of reckoning has arrived for The Manger. He stands in judgment now and things
are not looking good for him. At 4:30 on a Friday afternoon the boss calls in the
manager to his office to tell him that he is awful at his job and it’s time for them to part
ways.

The manager panics. In a fog, he walks outside into the late-afternoon sun. He looks
up to see a crew digging a ditch. He looks down at his smooth hands and realizes that
he wouldn’t make it until lunch break on Monday if he went into that line of work. He
knows that he is not equipped to be a laborer after being a steward of his boss’s
money his entire working life thus far.

He hears a voice to his left and turns to see a beggar on the side of the street. His
hands dirty and his clothes tattered. The manager straightens his shirt, making sure his
neatly pressed collar is still in position and vows to himself that no matter what
happens, he will never be that man. “I’m too proud to beg,” he affirms to himself.

Then, a moment of inspiration comes.

He pulls out the balance sheet and quickly calls the first name on the list. He greets the
person who owes his boss. “Greetings debtor, How much do you owe my master?”

The debtor, having no idea that the manager who has been a pain in his side for years
no longer officially working for the man he owes money to replies, “A hundred jugs of
olive oil.” The manager puts on his best sympathetic expression which causes the
debtor to begin a rambling story about how he has no idea how he could ever get that
much oil at once to pay off his debt.



If you owed someone 100 jugs of olive oil, that was a pretty clear indication that you
are not wealthy. Rather, this man in debt and his family are living in poverty. It keeps
him up at night thinking about this debt. It’s causing him and his spouse to fight about
money all the time. His kids are worried that they won’t have enough money come
winter to stay warm.

The fired manager says with an Oscar-worthy performance, “My oh my you poor
debtor, What a terrible debt you have hanging over you. I want to help you out. Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.”

The debtor is ecstatic, having his debt cut in half allows him to pay it off in full. In an
instant, his life changes. Maybe he was wrong about this manager this whole time.
He’s not such a bad guy. In fact, he should probably invite him over for dinner
sometime to thank him for his mercy.

The manager heads off with his load of fifty jugs of olive oil and goes calls upon
another man about his debt of wheat. The scenario plays out much the same and in no
time at all the manager is knocking on his former boss’s door with more oil and wheat
then the boss will know what to do with.

When the boss opens the door to see his manager he just fired struggling to balance
so many jugs of oil and wheat he commends him for his shrewd dealing.

This, my friends, is a surprising development in the story.

Only a short while earlier this manager was getting fired for being foolish, for being a
bad steward of money, and now he is receiving praise for his wise dealings.

If only he had been this wise in the first place, maybe he wouldn’t have been fired.



Moreover, the boss is smart enough to know that while he has been cheated out of the
full amount of oil and wheat, the manager has made himself out to be the good guy
among the debtors. In doing so he has secured himself food and a place to stay
indefinitely while he gets back on his feet. True, he was dishonest with his dealings,
but, hey, credit is due where credit is due the boss has to admit.

So in perhaps the most ironic twist, this man who is too proud to beg and too weak to
dig for a living will be taken care of by the indebted and poor. Thus ends a parable that
surprises us several times.

If we take this parable at face value it seems as though Jesus is teaching us to be a
little questionable in our business dealings. Reading this parable alone leaves us
wondering what truth about God and ourselves it could possibly be revealing.

Sure, his final summary point, “You cannot serve God and mammon”, in other English
bibles translated as “money”, that all makes total sense, but why set us up for that
conclusion with this parable in the first place?

Let’s return to the wisdom and witness of this confusing, but vitally important parable
again. What is Jesus telling us? Jesus is telling his followers, who Luke and I have
been calling disciples but Jesus himself calls people of the light in verse 8, that we
need to be shrewd, meaning acting wisely. The people of the light have to have the
same shrewd-mindset that characterizes the people of the world.

We follow the wrong path in life when we foolishly squander our gifts and ourselves,
like how the manager was so foolish in the first place that his boss fired him.

We follow the wrong path in life when we would rather maximize profit than embrace
mercy, a lesson the manager realized when he understood just how much he is not in
control of his own destiny.



We need to be mindful, thoughtful, aware, and careful about our conduct and
decisions. Moreover, we have to be wise enough to know what kind of wealth we are
pursuing. The manager didn’t become rich through his shrewd dealings, but he gained
new relationships that will sustain him.

To gain and retain wealth of any sort requires shrewdness, but there is even more
wisdom required to understand what wealth we are actually pursuing. One of the
biggest mistakes we make is believing that wealth only comes through our jobs or the
pursuit of money. When in fact, true riches don’t require money at all.

Jesus follows up the parable with some helpful pieces of wisdom:
- If you are trustworthy with a little, then you are trustworthy with a lot
- If you can’t be trusted with other people's stuff, then no one in their right mind will

give you your own stuff
- If a servant has two masters, only one of them will be their true master
- And, of course, you cannot serve both God and Mammon–Money.

But, he ends the parable with this moral:

verse 8 and 9 “for the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
habitations.”

What does he mean?

Jesus is identifying two different groups of people: the children of this age, people of
the world – such as the manager, and maybe even his boss – and the children of light.
I hope that means you and me, as followers of Jesus. Jesus is saying that the manager
knew how to handle the system of worldly wealth to his best advantage. He got it.



But we, as people of light, do not always know how to live within our “system” of the
Kingdom of God. We do not always act like we know the kingdom is already here albeit
not yet fully here, already transforming the world even if there’s still a lot left to
transform, and worst of all we might forget from time to time that we are already part of
the Kingdom of God.

We fumble back and forth between two worlds, and can’t really move fluently in either
one.

And it’s almost always money–the pursuit of it, worrying over it, or being foolish with
it–that trips us up, because, as Jesus says you cannot serve God and mammon.

So Jesus is playing with words in the native language of his hearers. We may think of
Mammon as evil money, but it’s really whatever you trust when you don’t trust God.

The children of the world might know how to manage earthly resources to their
advantage, but we are children of light, and we need to manage our spiritual resources
just as wisely.

The hand-picked disciples who Jesus gathered as his students and friends go on to
embody and practice what it means to shrewdly pursue wealth. What they did not do
after hearing this story is go out to make money.

Rather, they continued to follow Jesus as he went to, lived among, and served the poor
and outcast. Those poor in spirit, poor in health, and poor in possession. None of the
disciples Jesus chose were financially wealthy before he called them to follow him, and
none of them became financially wealthy because they became his followers. Yet they
gained their own wealth, they gained true riches because they followed him and grew
more and more into their identity as people of the light.

So maybe that’s the lesson for us today, the good news of this seemingly confusing
parable followed by straightforward wisdom sayings, that we follow a God who desires
to bring all people to himself and save them from not only themselves, but the other
masters we often are tempted to serve in this world instead.



If we want to be Christ’s disciple, live into our call to be people of the light, we have to
go all in, turning away from everything we trust that isn’t God. We cannot serve both
God and wealth because God’s value system is not the world’s value system. The
world values stuff and status. God values you.

What do you value? May we be shrewd managers of our eternal boss in answering that
question. Amen.


