
Parkview Prayer Requests

Thanksgiving for Birthdays and Anniversaries this week
including Barb Fuller (8/7), Sophia Young (8/9), Leslie Betz
(8/10), Jed Monforton (8/10), Anna Hansen (8/12), Mark
and Barb Fuller anniversary (8/14)
Lynn Steinmetz and her family following the death of her
aunt, Karen
Beverly Glinski as she settles into her new home at Monroe
Manor in Barron (mailing address is “Beverly Glinski, 507 East
Monroe Avenue, Barron WI 54812”)
The family and friends of Dan (Art) Newman
Beverly Nalewaja and her family
All those suffering from Covid or caregiving for others
Prayers of thanksgiving that Sybil’s brother Clay is cancer-free
and Dorie’s friend Evie is responding well to medical
treatments
Becky (Bev Becker’s friend), Joe Molls (Harvey’s friend),
Jeanette (Judy Jeska’s sister), Pam (Georgeina’s cousin), and
Bill (Judy Jeska’s friend)
Lori Andrews (Sandy White’s daughter), Missy (Judy Jeska’s
niece) and Ruby (Delores Barr’s cousin) as they continue to
receive cancer treatment
God’s gracious power and presence to be with Jeff Heintz,
Eric, Mary Mattson, Kevin, Tom and his wife Roxy, Beverly
M., Mary, Terry, Vivian, Jayna, Anna, Al, Jane, David, Julie,
Kim, Gloria Paulson, Teresa, Hayden, Alaura, and Lynn.
God to be at work in the heart and life of Nathan (Gail and
Larry’s son), Scott (the son of Jerry and Linda), and Dayne
Nygaard
All those who have been injured through gun violence and for
the families of those who have been killed in recent attacks
A peaceful and just end to the violence in Ukraine and God’s
strength and grace to be with all the refugees and hosts.
School staff, teachers, administrators and students, doctors,
nurses, and other frontline health-care workers, police,
firefighters, paramedics and other first responders

Welcome to Worship at

Parkview United Methodist Church

Sunday, August 7

Gathering as the People of God

Prelude offered by Kristy Lowe

Welcome and Announcements

Sharing of Joys and Concerns by the Congregation

Opening Prayer

Opening and Centering Hymns

“Seek Ye First” #405

“Lord, I Want to Be A Christian” #402

Little Disciples’ Song Time led by Carol Hougdahl



Hearing the Word of God Proclaimed

Luke 12:13-21

Sermon offered by Pastor Adam

Responding To The Word Of God

Responsive Hymn

“Be Thou My Vision” #451

Offering of our Time, Talents, Gifts, Resources, Prayers, & Witness

Invitation to Holy Communion

Confession and Pardon

(All): Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved

you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an

obedient church. We have not done your will, we have

broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,

we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not

heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us

for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our

Lord…(Pastor Adam)...In the name of Jesus Christ, you are

forgiven!

(All): In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God! Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

(Pastor Adam): The Lord be with you. (All): And also with

you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let

us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give

our thanks and praise.//(Pastor Adam)...we praise your

name and join their unending hymn: (All) Holy, holy , holy

Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the

highest, hosanna in the highest.//(Pastor Adam)..as a holy

and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we

proclaim the mystery of faith. (All) Christ has died; Christ

is risen; Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer

Receiving the Bread and Cup

Going Forth  In God’s Mission And Grace

Sending Hymn

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #664

Blessing and Benediction

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Thanks for joining us for Worship!

Upcoming Events: Save the Dates

**Vacation Bible School kick-off party this afternoon and VBS

at Parkview August 8-10 in the morning. If you would like to help

with the VBS (9-11am each morning) please let Pastor Adam know.

**Ad Council meeting on Wednesday, August 10 at 6pm

**Fall Harvest Dinner on Sunday, September 25

We are collecting the financial offerings through the passing of

the plates. The metal plates are for tithes and offerings toward the

ministries, missions and operations covered by our church budget.

Loose coins and cash that are deposited in the “Noisy Cans” (the

coffee cans we pass around) will go toward the fund to purchase

and make new banners for the Sanctuary for the various church

seasons, holidays and occasions.

If you need to get in touch with Pastor Adam throughout the week

please email at pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com or call/ text him

at (608) 513-2937.  Check us out at parkviewtl.com

mailto:pastor.adamwooods@gmail.com
http://www.parkviewtl.com


Luke 12:13-21 New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me
to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care!
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The
land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself,
‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said,
‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded
of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward
God.”



Jesus tells us today that those who store up earthly goods and possessions are fools.

So I suppose today’s sermon is: don’t do that and be rich toward God, instead. Uh, I

guess that’s about it. Amen…

(dramatically sit down and then immediately say:)

Well, maybe there’s more to this passage.

We don’t know much about the bold man in the crowd who asks a specific and

personal question. All we do know is that this man has a conflict with his own brother

over the family inheritance and he wants Jesus to intervene.

The man is bold enough to tell Jesus precisely how he wants Jesus to settle the

dispute, but Jesus does not want any part of it. He does not get baited into the

disagreement nor forced into blessing this man’s desire.

Instead, Jesus understands the real problem here is the temptation of greed and

issues a timeless warning against its power. He knows that it’s not only this bold man

from the crowd who faces the temptation to be greedy in all it’s sneaky forms. Rather,

Jesus speaks to all who have ears to hear him on this day and who will face greed’s

ways.

Do you resonate with this character who has so much wealth just out of reach that he

is willing to air all the family drama just so he can get what he thinks he deserves? I’m

guessing no one is going to say they are like this man who comes forth from the

crowd. But in a way he sounds familiar, does he not? I’m sure the gospel author made

it a point to include this encounter with Jesus for the important spiritual truth, of

course, but also because Luke, like all of us, was likely fascinated by family drama

like this.



I mean, the first three verses of this passage read like the plot to a soap opera

episode. This guy is way out of line and a bit over the top in bringing this matter to

Jesus, don’t you think? He is certainly a fool for even being so greedy in the first

place, right?

Yet, Jesus tells us today that it’s not just him, but all those who store up earthly

possessions who are fools.

So, once again, don’t do that stuff and instead be rich toward God. I guess this is a

simple don’t do that, do this, sermon. Amen.

(pretend to turn away, but then say…)

Hold on, maybe that’s letting ourselves off too easily. Surely Jesus didn’t tell this

parable so we can point our fingers at others and come away with a sense of, “good

thing I’m not like them.”

It’s easy to see the foolishness in the ways of the man who dramatically comes forth

from the crowd, but what do we make of this guy in the parable? We don’t know

much about him either, and maybe at first glance we don’t see ourselves in him.

But let’s consider the rich man in the parable a bit more, or at least, let’s read and see

ourselves in him. Because as people who live in this day, age, and community, we all

have to be willing to let this harsh teaching from Jesus confront, challenge, and

examine ourselves.

Perhaps, this really was just a foolish rich person through and through, without any

depth to his backstory except for finding his sense of worth and purpose in his

possession and nothing else. His whole personality is greed and his only interest is

self-interest.



However, maybe this rich man in the parable wasn’t always rich. Of course there’s no

way to know because he is, after all, a character in a story. But let’s use our biblical

imagination here.

What if he grew up in a family that could barely scrape by? He knew hunger and

experienced true scarcity as a young boy. Then, right as he was coming of age, he was

able to purchase the field on the other side of the hill. Oh man, he hit the jackpot.

Just enough moisture in the soil to keep his crops nourished the whole season, much

less rocks to disrupt his plow, and overall just a more productive place to grow all

that he could ever need.

Over time, he accumulated more and more wealth, but also he accumulated more and

more anxiety. What if the crops failed? What if the droughts of his childhood

returned? What if he didn’t have enough and he ran out?

So he doubled down and grew, gathered, stored and saved more and more and more.

But it was never enough. He tried to tell himself, “Soul, it’s alright. We’ve made it.

Rest, eat, drink, be merry” but this self-talk wasn’t enough in light of anxiety and fear

that tomorrow’s bread wouldn’t be there.

Perhaps this man wasn’t always rich, but with economic prosperity came crippling

fear of the future. And with crippling fear of the future came an insatiable desire to

ensure he could always provide his daily bread. He took his security into his own

hands and it ruined his heart and soul in the process.

Or, perhaps this man was just a hard worker, a real go-getter and entrepreneur. He

put in the long hours in the hot sun. He was willing to go above and beyond because

that’s the way he was raised. “You have to pull yourself up by your sandal straps, son,

if you want to make it in this world” his father used to say as they’d walk out to the

fields in the pre-dawn light.



As he grew older, perhaps this man in the parable began to look at others with

disdain. He looked at his neighbors and their noticeably smaller harvests and

concluded that if only they had his work ethic, they’d be wealthy too.

Over time, the man in the parable increasingly lived only for himself and with less

and less regard for others who might be in need. This shift didn’t happen overnight.

Instead, it was a gradual process through the transformation of his mind and heart.

Everyone needs to take responsibility for themselves, became his mantra.

No excuses, was his guiding principle.

He had plenty, but rather than share with others, he hoarded his wealth out of spite.

Why help those who aren’t helping themselves? he thought as he looked upon his

neighbors comfortably far away from him. Why give them a hand out? he wondered

as he hovered over his architectural renderings of his bigger barn.

Perhaps this man was rich among a lot of poor neighbors. But he concluded that it

doesn’t matter if they didn’t have fertile land, if they had a family obligations that

took up much of their time, if they didn’t have credit to buy the newest tools, if they

were newly arrived and didn’t have the same social connections. None of that

mattered to the man who had the means and ability and leg-up to store far more than

he could ever need. Even as his neighbors in need went hungry in the shadows of his

new barn.

Regardless of what drove this man to believe and act as Jesus describes in this

parable, we often call this story “The Parable of the Rich Fool”. But, to be clear, this

man was not foolish because he was rich. He is a fool because he had lost his

perspective and confused his priorities. His possessions had become primary, his

number one in his life – even to the point of becoming more important than God.



Of course, wealth in general and money in particular can do lots of wonderful things

— it can provide for you and your family, it can be given to others in need, it can be

used to create jobs and promote the general welfare of a community, and it can make

possible a safer and more comfortable life.

It can do a lot, but only if we use it wisely. And what does it mean to use wealth

wisely?

It means to reject the belief that wealth is the foundation of the kind of full and

abundant life that each of us seeks and that Jesus promises.

Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the key to life in an

abundance of something else: being “rich toward God”. What could this mean?

First, it means knowing that God provides abundantly for us and for all, so we live

with gratitude to God for all we have.

Second, it means knowing our only true security is in God’s love and grace, which we

always have.

Third, it means responding to the God of abundance with the same generosity toward

others. Being rich toward God means being generous toward our neighbors.

God wants us to be free from anxiety, greed and covetousness. What we have is not

what matters. It is who we are that matters to God.

Jesus came to tell us that God wants so much more for us than simply more stuff.

God wants for us life and love and mercy and community. And God will not stop

sharing this message. Indeed, the same Jesus who warns against greed is the one who

invites us into abundant life.

So, once again, Jesus tells us today that those who store up earthly possessions are

fools. Don’t do that and be rich toward God instead. There, now enough is said, and

thanks be to God, Amen.


